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Sir John Winnifrith, K.C.B

Patron of our Church,
whose father was Rector for seventeen years,
whose mother was Patron before him, and who

hlnself was born at the 01d Rectory

0n tLre occasion of
the dedication of St. Catherine's Chapel,
restored as a memorial to their parents by
him and their other chil-dren on 14th June, 19?0.





FORE\'ORD

It gives ne great. pleasure, as Rector, to expressappreciation of Brigadii:r Bowrais """o.a oi o;"-15;;i;old Village church. He has "p"""i-ip^ the background ofthe continuous worship wiricrr frls--iitJi pr."" thereinthroughout the centuries, and ,tri"[""tiff neets theneeds of the risinp generation. ile-a.e indeed grateful.to hir:r for this lrairiul" "ortriU,.,tiJ,r*-to or" ancientheri tage .

PRDFACE

I have written. this paper in order to put onmy studies of the history ni trru Ch;;;;. I havethe subject as straisht ;hr;n;1;8i;Ii-narrative,bearing on what there is to see in - iiie-'Cfrurch andlow. The appendices -afford nore deiail, wtrere iinterest and worthy of recordin;. -----
t r he H i s t o r.y and. R e c o r d s t*Zffun#eo|| {A,'-^r,Z ll^*, *--'-.-the authoritativ"e work on it tp"uii"ir"i*i"^'isiil""i-i',l,i"orprint). f have borrowed freely from this, but haveenlarged the scooe of the ="Uj"Itl^introaucing a background:f, 199"1 historyl together ,riir, ii"-puisona-Lities, and, toa lesser degree. ecclesiesrical histiry. I have dealt morefuIIy with the churchya"a a"e -fra". - Uioign t the whole moreup to date.
f am indebted to visits by the noted I(ent ecclesiologists.the l-ate Itlr. I..C. ElIiston_Ar*6odl-f15.a., ana the lateMr. V.J. torr. f owe much to seis oi'ofa parish magazines,f ortunately preserved. , in aaai tiori-ti- tr_r. r,reIl documentedresources of the Kent Cor:nt-r, Archrves. I have "";i;;d--annota.tions as to sor.i:-ce;, t-rt, ,rnua" appropriate, havequoted them in the te>:t, anri I "pr,u"j "'i,itii"e""irry*"ireferences from which r'ra"e ;r;;;:"- "

Arthur iiatklns.
F.ec tor.

-!,.^...^,-- ,.77o 2 /w-^t, -6/ /7>onv=z- .

record
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vestments. There is no mention of tleinolishing the rood
screen, but this may well have taken place - thc sawn off
ends may be scen in the chancel waLfs. The colouring of
the Cawne monument was probably l'emoveal at this juncture.

The inventory shows that a new door into the porch
was provided. from the funds raised, thus dating the present
door to 1552, It is of solld oak, well constructed, antl
originally opened inwarals, for defence purposes. thegridiron pattern is of early date, as scen in the portcullises
of medieval castfes. The Iarge lock, with plate antl closing
ring, and roughly forged nai1s, is clearly of loca1
craftmanship, of V{ealden iron.

The year 1559, the second year of Queen El-izabeth I,
saw the con'unencement of the Church registers of baptisns,
mamiages, and burials. the complete set of these to
date eiists, the old ones being deposited with the County
Archives. Thanks to the painstaking work of the late
Sir Thomas C olyer-Fergus s on ' of Ightham Mote, the registers
from 1559 to 1812 have been transcribed, typetl and bound'
complete in one volume, with index of surnames. The late
Sir Edward Harrlson carried on the transcription from
1811 to L955, in two manuscript notebooks' also with
index. these books are in the charge of the Ilector
and are of great value for searchers in genealogy and
Iocal history.

Situated 1n the w:l1 by the Ycstry door is an old
tombstone, somewhat damaged, on which in refief is
represented an a.rch ornamented with a moulding of Gothic
leaves and columns, and there are thc remains of a brassp1ate. This stone is an important one, belng that of
Jane, the first wife of \Iif liarn Lanbarde, well lierown as
the author of the first ever County hlstory 'A ftrambulationof Kent', published in 1576. It was durin6 his
perarnbulatior. that he stayed at St. Clcre ( then in
Ightham Parish), which had been acqulred bJ. George
l4ulton, of Hadlow. He lost his heart to l,lultonrs
young daughter .Iane, and married her in Ightham Churchin 1570, the day bcfore her sevcnteenth birthday.
Sadly Jane died just three years later, chifdl-ess,
and rvas bi;-ried in the Church. Lambarde was heartbroken.
A transfation oi tire orginal latln epitaph reads:

On ltlonday, in thc ;rear of our Saviour's birth
I57l (Sept.21 ) at 2 o'c in thc aftcrnoon, Jane
lamba-rde, ny dear and loving vrlfe, aiter
sufferlng from srnallpox for slx days, breathed
out her spirlt at Ighthaur 1n Kent, and in that
same place I have sct up this marble monunent toher. Behol-d I come swiftly. Jane, wife of
lllll'm lambard, of Lincoln's Inn, gent., and
daughter of George i{u1ton, of Ighthan, esquire
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of the long and laudatory epitaph is at Appendix B.ft was thls Sir William who, in 1520, was granted afaculty for two large seats in the south aisle as a Motcpew, in return for having erccted a gallery at the west
end of the nave. In L611 , however, when he rvas 8J yearsoltl and too infirn to get to the Parish Church, he wasgranted pernission to hold scrvices in the private chapelat the Mote. He dicd five ycars 1a.ter. It is not knownwhen the Selby farrrily vault beneath the pcw was taken intouse, but when opened in 1831 there vrere only 10 coffins init.

Sir Willlam's widow, Dame Dorothy, survived hin bythrce years, dying in I64t. Hcr monuraent is an iroportantone, the bust at least being the work of the noted sculptor
Edward Marshafl (1598-16?5 ) - Master }4ason to the Crownand twice Master of the l4asons' Company. Works in Kentexecuti.d Uy ]li4 (a11 in 15J8) werc the-monument to tadyCulpepcr, at Hollingbourne, the one to Henry Sr-unders, itSt. l{ary l{agdalen, Canterbury, and his famous doublebrass, to Sir Edvrard and Latiy Filmer, at East SuttonChurch, near I'laidstone. Dame Dorothy is realisticallyportrayed as she was at the time of her death. at the igeof 6), and urearing wid.owrs dress. She had no chrldren-and had devoted herself to good works - the smal1 figuresof mourners reprcsent the poor she cared for. She wasfond of nusic, as shown by thc 1ute, and above all toneedlework, as shown by the embroidery frame and in her
e pi taph.

In Dame Dorothyrs crrrious epitaph (see Appendix C)she is recordcti as a Dorcas - needlewoman - who workedthe pictures rGolden Ager, 'Acts of Jonah', and rGunpowder
Plotr. The rGol-ilen Age' - scenes of Adan and Eve in tfre
Garden of Eden - is reproduccd in coloured plaster relief1n thc dari< nichc bei:1nd the bust. The 'Acts of Jonahrwas e vidently hcr.. !lr-r.stclpiecc :rs, in her fuf I lengthportrait vrhich hangs at the Irlote, her hand is rcsiing onit. Incidcntalfy, besidc her on tho tablc there is e.bunch of pinks and a tu1ip, showing her intcl.est ingardening, the tul1p bcing a recent lntroductlon fromHolland and fashionablc at the time. A version of herpicture of the Arnada and tire Gunpowder plot is incisedin the lower panel behlnd the bust, the work beingattributed to William Marsha11, engraver, yoltngcrbrother of Edvrard. The orlginal needlewoik hissurvived, in the hands of descendants, and was shownat the r01d Ighthamr exhibition of 1956: thc colourshave retalned a remarkabl-e fr:eshncss. The subject wasnot uncommon at the time, a piece of Anti-papisi propaganda.The Pope, in company with the Devll- itself, flans'tfri -
overthrow of Britain with the invasion of the Armada(I5gB)and the denolition of the Houses of parliament by GuyFawkes (1605), but is prevented by the watchful iye 6f
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beneath the aisl-e was constructed, and the arches andhalf pillars of the adjoining a.rcade of the nave rebuiltin brick, an imitation of the l5th century stonework.
In 1643, during the Civil \lar, the lector of Ightham,the Rev. John Gryme, achieved notoriety by causlng aRoyalist rebellion. Parliament had lssued an ordinancerequiring all clergy to take an oath of allegiance to it

and to inpose this upcn thelr parishioners. Mr. Gryme
who had been Rector for 27 years and knew wcll the feelingof the people, refused to obey. A party of horse v/a.ssent down from london to arrest him and, in the scufflein which the vill-agers trtcd to rcscue him, one of then
was killed. fhls spa.rked off a rising throughout thedistrlct, which it took Parliamentary troops to que11.

The Rev. Jarnes Hickford, who succeedeti Mr. Gryne,
rvas described. as a 'noncolformist usurper', but,surviving a1I the vicissitr-rdes of the Establisheci Church,he remained. !.ector for 49 years, dying in 1697. Theaustere Puritan influencc perslstcd at least as late as1827, when a drawing of the chanccl of that date showsit as no doubt it rvas 1n itls tinc. Thc ba.r:c communiontab1e, covered with a plai:r cloth, is on a platform, withthe recently introduccd turneC wood.cn Communion rails onthree sidcs. There are two benches in front forcomnunicants. Thc east window has plain g1e"ss, antibeneath it are boards painted with the lord.ts prayer,
the Creed, and thc Ten Commandments. The prcsent board,hanging to the left of the altar wlth gold lettcring ona black backgrounal , may well bc thc original . The wa11sare liroewashcd. and thc ffoors paved vrith stonc s1abs.There is no chancel screcn. Thc rlrawing shows the frontof the blg Rectory pcw, on the south side of the navc.Behlntl this were the pews for the gcntry, and on the otherside the Court pews. A11 thcsc per,rs wcre errclosed andprovided with aloors, for protection fron draughts.Benches no doubt scrved for thc rest of the congregation,with the gallcry as an ovcrflow. Thcrc was a large oakpulpit in the nave, by thc centre pil1ar on the southside. Thls r,ras probabf i, a thrce de ckc-r, vrherc the parsonconducted thc scrvicc and read the lessons from the miaatetier, and ascended to tirc top onc for the sermon. Thebottom tier was occupied by thi: lay c1crk, whc fed theresponses and gave out the notices. It is not lrcrownwhen the ceiling to thc nave was put in but 1t may havcbeen at this period for the purposcs of warmth.
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6. THN IIAiI.IOVERIAN PERION

The Hanoverian period was one of little change insidethe Church itself, although outslde, the churchyard assumeda ver}' different appearancc. (See 9. The Churchyard).
Beyond the scope of thls paper, but fortunately well
documented in the County Archives, were the nany activltiesof the Rcctor, with his Parisir Vcstry, church wardens, and
overseers of the poor - responsible for aII the localadministration within the parish boundaries, includingthe raising of the poor riltes and. the care of the poor.
The Rector was a landowncr and country gentleman, secondonly to the squire, who, as patron of the living, had
appointeai hlm. The F-ev. Ralph lcigh, who was Rcctor forthirty-six years, 1724-60, appears frequently in a diarykept by the squire's young wife, Elizabeth Janes, for theyear 175O. Iie raas very much a frientl of the f amily and
was often invited to dinner when there was anythingspecial such as ra fine turbot' or ra neck of venisonr,
even though on occasions rit smelt strongr. Itlr. leighreturned thc hospltality by sending up pork and ducks
from hls glebe farn. \,/hen Elizabeth lost her 1itt1e boy,Mr. lelgh was constantly up at Ihe Court, and he stayed byhcr in the coach to thc rvery large funeral'. It wasin his tlne that the ncrv no. 2 bell vra.s hung, inscribedwith his nanc (Appcndix A), and thc ttiary records thepealin6 of the bcIls at Christmas.

El-lzabeth James dicd in 1798 and her hatchnent hangsin the nave togcthcr with forrr others of the Janes familyof Ightham Court. The carliest is 1118, Villiam Jamesof the fourth gcncration, that of Elizabethrs husband,
anothcr Wi111am, is I7B1 " 0f the remaining seven
hatch-rnents, two appertaln to St. Clere (formerly intire Parish), tv;o to thc i'lote, and three to Rectors ofIghtha.m. (See Appendix E for details). Hatchmentsarc a featurc of the Ilanoverian period. l.Iith muchil1ite:racy and poor contmunications, it becamc the custom
when a person of social stand.ing died to notify the eventby hanging a shield of his or her arms outsidc thc house.After a time of mourning 1t was laid up over the family
pew .

The two tier trvcnty-four light chandeller hangingin the nave is a vcry finc ont:, alnost certa.lnly Londonr.nade. It is inscribed 'Thc gif t of Michacl Upton of thcParish of Ightharn, f759. The donor wils here inter'dthe 18 of June, I78O, agcd 78 years'. Michae1 Upton'sseal and signature appear on a document in connection wlththe Parlsh workhou.se dateo 1753, in which he is describedas 'Grocer now Ovcrsecr of thc said Parishr. As overseerof thc Poor on thc Parish Vestry hls duties included the
managcment of thc workhousc. He ryas evidently a man of
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facetiously it, !!,g V--stry_minutee rthat another vestryroon must be built, the otd vestry roon having beenlocketl up and, parishioners turned- out by a peiaon ofthc nane of thos. Setby Esq., who clalni it^aa hischancelt. the ney room was added on the site of thepresent-veatry (eince rebuilt). thonas Selby ilieil ia1820 a.nd hie hatchment hangs over his pew. ihe Rev.thonas Cobb (died 1818) is-comnemorate& by a ra1l plaquein-the chanccl , ,by his hatchmcnt to the titt ot thi organ,antt by a tablct in tUo floor near the organ.
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artistic merit, with the delicate carving or the imageryof mortality, the resurrection and eternal life, togetherwith the tradition of beautiful calligraphy. The handsome
chest tombs are in the typical classical style of the
Georgian period of architecture. The earliest of theseis that of the Hottsoll family (circ 1715 ), by the porch -carved with the Hodsoll- arxns (the Three \/eIIs ) and rathernathetic epitaphs. lhe practice of iron gri}}s, of whichthere are several examples, early 19th century, vras forprotection from 'body snatching' for anatomical research,
then prevalent, and from d.esecration in those rougher
times.

An important tomb is the heraldic one situated just
north of the chancel, completed prior to 1866. This
was designed to surnount a vault below for the Rev. James
Sandford Bailey, of Ightham Place, who employed his frientllIilliam Burges. William Burges (1827-1881 ) was a leatlingarchitect of the mitl-Victorlan perioal of Gothic revival
and was responsible for a number of important works, bothat horae antl abroatl . (See also page 17, James window).
The design represents a catafalque, covereal by a paI},
surrounding arns, besides those offarollies of Sa[dford (]4r. Bailey's
Janes, of Ightham Court (his wife'

in the centre of wirich are the arms of Bailey. TheBailey, are of the
mother ), and of Grevis-

s ). The many blankshields provlded for the Bailey descendants, but actuallyonly five interments took place - Mr. Bailey's parents,his wlfe (died 1875), his son Deuetrius (died 1909), andhinself (aiea f9fZ, aged 8B). Dernetrius, who was in the
service of the Rajah of Sarawak, is con:menorated by a
brass in the nave . i,{r. Bailey' s son Edmund , of .Ightharn
Court, disliked the farnily vault and acqrrired a plot
near the church tower, where he, his wife, and his two
spinster sisters are buried. fhe tomb has been sadly
neglected, the long inscriptions a::e illegible and the
record 1ost. I an indebted to the Rev. T.F. Charlton,
a descendant of the Grevis-James, for this infornation
as to hls forebears.

The grave of Adelaltle Kemble (died 1879), to the
north-west of the Church tower, recalfs her performances
at Covent Garden Opera House in I84I, notably in theexacting part of rNorma', when she achieved a reputation
as one of the great opera singers of her tine. Her
dramatic talent was not surprising as she came from the
celebrated theatrical family of Kembl-e - one of whom,the great tragic actress Sarah Siddons, was her aunt.
Adelaide married Edward Sartoris, who is buried beside
her, and her connectlon with Ightham was that thelr
d.aughter May married Henry Evans-Gordon, of rPrestons'.
May lived to ..925 and 1s buried nearby.

In the same part of the churchyard is the stone
commemorating Caroline truard, who died on 24th August,
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At_:pendix C

EIITAPH TIO DAI.{]I DOROTI]Y SEIBY

D. D. D.

To the pretious name and honour of Dame Dorothy Se1by,relict of Sir Williarn Se1by, Knt., the only daughterheir of Charles Bonham, Dsq.

She was a Dorcas,
VIhose curious IIeedIe turn'd th' abused Stage0f thls feud vrorld into the Golden Age,
llhose Pen of Steele and slllcen inck enro1l'd.
The Acts of Jonah in Recortls of colal .
\y'hose arte dlsclos'd that Plot, which, had it taken,
Rome had triumph'd and Britain's wa11s had shaken;In heart a Lydia and in tongue a Hanna,In Zeale a Ruth, in lIed.Iock a Susanna;?rudently simple , provitlently wary,
To th' world a Marth and to ileaven a Mary.

Ir{ho put on ) ( Pitgrimage 6!imnortality )ln the yere of her (Redemption
1541,March 15

Note: D.D.D. = Dono Dedit Dedicavit
The first line and last four would

original , but to be a plagiarism of the
Hambledon Church, Bucl<s., to Sir Cope n
and his ivife }lartha (aieo. f6te):

not appear to be
epitaph in

'Oy1ey (died 1516)

I In r^rorks a Dorcas , to ye Church a ilairna,
And to her spouse Susanna,
Prudently simp'l q, providentl-y wary,
To th' e world a l.lartha, and to lleaven a lilary. '
This was written b.y Francis Quarles (L592-1644),

Poet Laureate, brother of Lady Dr0y1ey.
The epitaph is of sufficlent importairce to be quoted

1n fulf by Mrs Esdaile in her 'English Church Monuments
I5I0-184O', and. also for the last four lines to be
included in Benham's 'tsook of Quotations', with the cornmentthat similar epitaphs are found elsewhere.

Biblical references:
Dorcas, Act ), )): she rvas a needlelonan.Lydia, Act 16, 14: she rvas sincerely religious.
fiannah, I Samuel , l, 12: presumably refers to
her praying fervently.
Ruth, Book of P.uth, 1 16: Ioyalty and devotion.
Susannah, liistory of Susannah (Apocrypha): she
was true to her' husband.

Martha and l.lary: The ailusions are rvel1 known,
Martira was the practical one, active in the care
of the needy, l{ary ivlagda.l en was the prototype ofthe penitent and c onternplative.
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fhls is a good sr(ampIe of the Jacobean costume of theperiod. {he large ruff was the fashion for marrietl women,together with the corsetlike bodice ending 1n a point tothe front. The low necked decolletage was coveied by a'partletr - a fil-I in of transparent gauze. The sleevesare tight fitting to the wrist, with a turnback cuff.
The full skirt, worn over a farthingale, 1s open infront with a namow pyramidlcal gap revealing the elegantunderskirt of a tlifferent colour and material .

She is vrearing the sugar foaf hat, wlth hlgh
and noderate brim, trlmmed with a twisteal band antta white undercap.

c rown
worn over

Appendix D

BRASS TO JANE DI!.KIN

The inscrlption on the brass reads:
rHere lyeth buried Jane Dirkln sone tyme wife of
John Cradock gent by whone had issue Dorothy thewife of Richartl Amherst Esq. Neville Cradockgent & Elizabeth wife of John l{oweli gent.
She tleparted this life the yeare of Our lord
1625 & with her heere also buried 3 of hergrandchildren by her said aiaughter Dorothy
Amherst viz a sone stlllborne Dorothy & Jane'.

Sir John Howeff, Kt., Ser j eant-at -law, Recorderlondon, mamied. DliZabeth as his second wife. Bothtlaughters narried into the Selby fam11y of Ightham MoElizabeth to Wil1iam, Jane to Sir Henry as his flrst

ofthelrte -wife .

Rlchard Amherst was of Bayha1l, Pembury, Kent.Their daughter Elizabeth narrled Sir Henry Selby, Serjeant-at-traw Inner Temple, as his second wlfe, on the tieath ofher cousin Jane. Jane Dlrkin thus had three granddaughtersnarrletl into the Selby family.







,o.

J. Sable a chevron between three fleurs de 1is ar ent.Crest: a stag's head issuing rom a c orone t "

this hatclrnrent has hitherto been unidentifled.
thanks, however, to inforrnation from Sir JohA Winnifrith,it 1s now eyident that, although not reglgtered at the
College of Arurs, the arms are those of Browne, of Co,
Sa1op., who clained descent from the Brownes of Scotland,
\rho gave rise to Viscount l,Iontague. Tlre last Selbyheiress, Dorothy, narried John Brown, of Co. Sa1op.,
and it was her son John, referred to above, who inheritedthe l{ote and took the name of Selby. He is recordedin the Burial Register as John Selby (dieal 1797) and it
seems Likely that the hatchnent appertains to him.
K. ISIO lieut. Charles Brome, R.ii., Earried Cecil-ia
daughter of the Rev. George Bythesea.

Azure or dexter hand argent BR0I.I0 imoaline BYTHXSEA

Menorial in chancel.
L. 1B0O The Rev. ceorge Bythesea, I?.ector of lghthan,
and Patron of the Church, 179I-1800.

Married Anne, da.ughter of Thomas Reati Kemp, of
Lewes Castle and Hurstmonceaux, Sussex. See marble
mural in chancel, with coats of arms.

Quarterly of 4 ent a chevron e rai l edle.4 Ar
sabfe ween three crabsgules BYTTiESEA

2 &. 3 [zire a bend and on a chief
or two Cornish cho hs VINER
].mpa 1ng gu es three garbs
and on a border engrailedht reen roundels I(EMPor e10pt

cobb, P.ector (1801-1817 )

4 Argent a chevlqn be'[ryepn
ree c oclis ules combs and

watt es or COBB
ent a chevron sable between

ree bu1 ea s u ES
IS im a l-n

M 1817 The

Quarterly
Thona sRev.

of 4 1&

2&1Ar
u es on

a ESS Or e twe en ree bearsl
heads ar ent two lions assant
sa Ie WYAtT. Crest: ou of
a crown or a demi-lion rampant
ermane.

T

See memorial in chancel and gravestone in floor near
organ.



Appendix F

JA}.18S WINDOW

t. Decoll-avit Joannen in Carcere (He beheadetl John

2. Flat vofuntas tua (Thy will be done ).

in prison ) .

fhe caption refers to the beheading of John the
Baptist in prison by Herod (l''Iatt. 14.10) antl is evidently
in error, as it has no connection with St. James. The
correct reference viould appear to be the execution of
James, the brother of John, by tire sworal - Acts 12.1-2
(no mention of Prison). James was the first of the
Apostles to be martyred, A.D.44, by the ortier of King
Herod Agrippa I to please the Jewish opponents of
Christianity.

11.

e reatl in conjunction with 6
homlnum (Come ye after me and

Peter,
Ge ths emane .

James and John vrith Christ in the garden of
Nlatt. 26.19.

1. Venite post me should b
Faciam vos fieri piscatorq s
T wlTllake you to becorne fishers of nan

James and John being called by Christ.
d

4. SuDer hanc petram aedificable (0n this rock will
I build )

Janes and other apostles aceompanying ?eter, rvho is
being blessed by Christ, as the founder of the Church.

5. Et transfi uratus est ante eos (And he is transfigured
before them

6. The appearttnce of Christ
Resurrection. John 21' 1-14

to the disciples after the

). Ilark I,l7-2o.

(

The Transfigurat i on. I'loses and the tabfets l-ef t.
Elijah and the dove right. Chrlst centre. Peter, James
and John prostrated in front. Mat. 17, a-3.

1 4

2 5

1 6

James, Job:r, Peter and prestrmably Sinon Peter,
the boat. The coals of flre for cooking the fish

1n
verse e).





Right Board

BENEI'ACTI01'IS
WIIIIAM JAMES Dsqr. in the Year 152? gave to the Poor of
Ightha.m fwelve Penny loaves every Suntlay for ever-.. 1o 9".piid out of a Fie1d- called wyfield Mead part_i. n_1!i-9 39I1:lind part in Wrotham. now the property of DDMETBIUS GREVIS
JA.I'IES Esq. .

GEORGE PETLEY in the Year 1?04 gave to the ?oor of
Ighthan Six tr'our-penny Iroaves every Sunday for ever.
T6 be paid out of a Farn calletl Fen Farm. Part i-n
this Pirish and part in.Wrothan. now the property
of Af,EIGNDER EVELIN igq-.
oct. 12th l8ee CIIA?-IES EDT'ARN IUARD

ISNRY ANQITEIII,

,3.

- Churchwardens
U

)
)
)

(Transcribetl by I{r. and Mrs. J.M. Francis in 1961 )'

v
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fhe bonbing
follows : -

Appendlx ll

BOI4BING IN TIIE 19]9-45 WAR

in the neighbourhood of the Church was as

29th September, 1940

High explosive bombs

29th January, 1944, 'The
A 250 kilogram bomb,
but greater blast ef

2 north of the Church, just
outside the Churchyard.1 east of the Church, just
across the road.1 south-west corner of the
Churchyard.

little Blitz'
new type (sma1l crater,felI at Ileronshaw Wood.

ofa
fect )

2nd August, 4944

A flying bomb feII betweerr the Church anil the
railway 1ine.

l-9th october, 1944

A Y2 rocket missile blerv up in the air over the
village.
(Letter dated loth September, 1964, froir Mr. Viilfrid
tr'ranks, vrho was an Air Raid Precautions Warden at
the tiire and quotes from his aiary. )

T-1Ehtham in the Battle of Britain

Mr. C.A.V.
overs eas : -

of a letter dated 27th llovember f940 from
Bowra, of The Bower House, to his son servingPart

' Al-1 thin8s considered we have not got on so
badly vrlth the Battle of Britaln raging over our
heads for the past three months.

When the attacks over london began we found
ourselves right on the line of attack and most of
the big air battles have been fought over our heads,
and manv of thexc visibfe fronn here. The German
oi""" " 6 on" up trre Tharne s Es tuary irs f ar as Grave sen'I
5na- Oartforal , then turn left and follow the fine of
the North Downs to Croydon antl londlon. This makes
them pass wlthin a few railes of us, and even if
there is no ilirect attack on the village (which
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there geens to have been on two or three occasione) thereis the chance of bonbs being jettieoneal both coning andgoing. Bombs have falien freely on this antl all the
neighbouring villages. Intleed, f fancy few Kentishvillages have escapecl a lorock of sone sort, aJral.as-friftowns, particularly those on the llhaueg and l{eilway, thetrr
have all suffered badly.'
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