
\

.. I
',] :

.n

I

il

rl

OT]RYIII,AGE CHURCH
St. Peter's,Ightham

byEduardBowra

-t)

^t;
o

t

t.i::.:tr,,



Oi,R VIILAGE CHUR,CH

St. Peter's, Ighthan

by

Edward Bowra

//



1o

Sir John Winnifrith, K.C.B

Patron of our Church,
whose father was Rector for seventeen years,
whose mother was Patron before him, and who

hlnself was born at the 01d Rectory

0n tLre occasion of
the dedication of St. Catherine's Chapel,
restored as a memorial to their parents by
him and their other chil-dren on 14th June, 19?0.



?age

1

1

2

5

8

t2
15

19

2t

CONTXNTS

Foreword and Preface
1. Early Tine s

2. The Norman Church

3. the Medieval Church

4. The ludor Peri od

5. The 17th Century
5. The Hanoverian ?eri od

7. The 19th Century
8. The Present Century
9. The Churchyard

Anpendices:
A. The Church Bells
B. Epitaph the second Sir \,/illiam Selby
C. Epitaph Dame Dorothy Selby
D. Jane Dirkin bras s

E. I{atchments
F. Jarne s vrind ow

G. Benefac bi ons

H. Bombing 1919-45 \Iar
Bibliography

24

25

25

27

2A

1t
32

14

16



FORE\'ORD

It gives ne great. pleasure, as Rector, to expressappreciation of Brigadii:r Bowrais """o.a oi o;"-15;;i;old Village church. He has "p"""i-ip^ the background ofthe continuous worship wiricrr frls--iitJi pr."" thereinthroughout the centuries, and ,tri"[""tiff neets theneeds of the risinp generation. ile-a.e indeed grateful.to hir:r for this lrairiul" "ortriU,.,tiJ,r*-to or" ancientheri tage .

PRDFACE

I have written. this paper in order to put onmy studies of the history ni trru Ch;;;;. I havethe subject as straisht ;hr;n;1;8i;Ii-narrative,bearing on what there is to see in - iiie-'Cfrurch andlow. The appendices -afford nore deiail, wtrere iinterest and worthy of recordin;. -----
t r he H i s t o r.y and. R e c o r d s t*Zffun#eo|| {A,'-^r,Z ll^*, *--'-.-the authoritativ"e work on it tp"uii"ir"i*i"^'isiil""i-i',l,i"orprint). f have borrowed freely from this, but haveenlarged the scooe of the ="Uj"Itl^introaucing a background:f, 199"1 historyl together ,riir, ii"-puisona-Lities, and, toa lesser degree. ecclesiesrical histiry. I have dealt morefuIIy with the churchya"a a"e -fra". - Uioign t the whole moreup to date.
f am indebted to visits by the noted I(ent ecclesiologists.the l-ate Itlr. I..C. ElIiston_Ar*6odl-f15.a., ana the lateMr. V.J. torr. f owe much to seis oi'ofa parish magazines,f ortunately preserved. , in aaai tiori-ti- tr_r. r,reIl documentedresources of the Kent Cor:nt-r, Archrves. I have "";i;;d--annota.tions as to sor.i:-ce;, t-rt, ,rnua" appropriate, havequoted them in the te>:t, anri I "pr,u"j "'i,itii"e""irry*"ireferences from which r'ra"e ;r;;;:"- "

Arthur iiatklns.
F.ec tor.

-!,.^...^,-- ,.77o 2 /w-^t, -6/ /7>onv=z- .

record
treatedthe whole
churc hyardt is of
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I. EARTY TI]'IES

fhe earl-iest record of lghtham Church is in TextusRoffensis, a document now in the Kent County Archives.
Thj-s vras compiletl about 1122 and inclutletl a list of
churches and chapels in the diocese. Ightham is spelt
Ehteham, the original spel1ing. It derives from an
unrecorded persoral name Ehta, a nutated form of 0hta,which is recorded as the name oI a lcing of Kent. It
no tioubt ca:ne over with Hengist, the Jutish invad.er, who,after the battle of Aylesforrl in 455, made himself thefirst King of Kent. the nann e subsequently died out.
The first settlement at Ightham may be dated to this
perioal . 0f the 152 churches listed 1n Textus Roffensisjust lOO are survlr/ing parish churches within the present
boundaries of the Diocese. It is considered that themajority of these rvere founded before the llorman Conquest.
The fact that Ightham tioes not appear in Donesday Book(1086) is no e./idence that a church did not exlst atthat date. So, although no remains of a pre-Conquestbuilding have been found, there may well have been one -probably smal-1 and of wooden construction. The sitehigh up and overlooking the Village is typically Saxon.

2. THE I{O!.MAN CII.I,RCH

(1)

The
chanc e 1 .
regard to
features,period:

(2)

(5)

oldest part of the Church is the nasonry of the
The date has been accepted a.s about 1100, havingthe date of Textus Roffensis and to the following

whlch nay be attributed to the Early Norman

The I ft. thich Kentish rag work, with the cut
and faced tufa quoins on the north-east and south-east corners. Tufa is a porous stone corunonly
used in Kent in the Early Nornan period, being
easy to work r.rith prirnltive tool-s.
The tvro littl-e round-headed Iights (now blockedup), higlr up on the exterior of the east wall.
Orlglnally three, these were deeply splayed
inwards, thus improvlng the illumination,Their height was no doubt for security.
The approximately square chancel, taking into
account that there would have been a massive
chancel arch, the same thickness as the walls.

The simple rectangular nave was
as 1t is now - it seems 1ike1ywall was originally Norman.

robabfy the sameat the present
p

thslze
west
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1. TIIE IIEDIEVAI CI{U:CH

The present church is a typicaf medieval parish
church and may be dated as a major reconstruction of the
Norman building in the early 15th century, with somelate 14th century work, such as the lower stages of the
tower anil the north and south wi-nalows of the chancel.
Ehe n+r*erysess €f tbe tetrer €Bd EeJ+h end ser+th v*iadewse{ t&€ eheu€€-I. The narrowness of the south ais1e,
matching originally a sinilar north als1e, suggests,
however, that the first alterations were mad.e as early
as the 11th century, in the Transitional , or EarlyEnglish, perioCs.

The medieval features are:
Exterior:
(1) The porch. Note the variety of 1ocal stone

useal - ragstone, l.;andstone, ironstone.
(2) The soutl waII, 2 ft. thick above the plinth.

Note the matchlng moultilng of the string course,
the hood. of the wi-ndow east of the porch, andthe porch doorway.

O) Several of the @thic windows are original ,partially restored. The remainder, notablyin the torver and east end, are reconstructed,
no doubt to the original alesigns.

(4) The buttressed, square, tower, the battlementedbelfry stage being probably the last portlon ofthe rebuilding of the Church.
Interior:
(1) The arcade on the south siCe of the nave.

The centre (stone) pillar on the north side.
(2) The west arch (now obscured by the organ),
(r) [he font, octagonal , simple perpendicular st1r16,

ma.tching the cofurons. The base is nodern.
(+) fhe 11tt1e piscina., square headed, PerpendicularstyIe, in the south wa11, by the altar in the

former St. Catherine's chapef (used for viashingthe sacred vessels ).
(5) The fine open wagon-ti1t timber roofs, remarkablefor a village church. Note that of the nave,
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with moulded principals and embattled cornices,
and the arched trusses of the south ais1e, withthe crudely carved faces. The porch roof isof particularly strlking lvorkma.nshlp. This wasno doubt due to the importance of the porch atthe period. It wa.s used not only for parts of
Church services, but also for lay purposes, asa meeting place and for transaction of business.
The rite of Holy l4atrimony u-sed to take placein the porch - Chaucer wrote of his nuch wedaiedWife of Bath 'Husbands at church door had shefive I .

\,Ihen the Church was rebuift the massive Norman chancelarch was removed and., a feature unusual in Kent, is the
absence of a cLrancel arch. The usual wood.en rooci screenwas, however, introduced, separating the santuary fromthe people. The screen would have been surnounted bythe rood bean ca.i:rying the rood loft - a gallery supportingthe 'rood' (crucifix) and usually flanked-by statuei-ofthe Blessed V-:rgin and St. John, There trere three altarsthe high altar in the santuary, one dedicated to St. Mary1n the north aisfe, and one to St. Catherine in the southaisle. The Church interior was a blaze of colour fromthe painted and gilded screen, the images of the saints,the wafl paintlngs (traces of rvhich irave been found oneither side of the west arch), and rluring the servicesby the bright ornaments, vestrnents and cloths.

The only tcnb at the tlme, the life size effigyin free stone of Sir Thonas Cavrne, rvith the cusped archand square hood. above, would also ha're been coloured.
He died about 1J74 and the tonb is contemporary withthe famous one of Edward, the Black Prince, in Canterbury
Cathedral . Their costumes a1.e the same, the niztureof nlate and mail, as worn a-t the Battl-e of Crecy.llttle is knorvn of Sir 1homas, but he w..s the first
known owner of Ightham Plote and probabl;r built theGreat HaII. I{e came from Stafforcshir,e and married
an heiress, loz'a de llorant, of i4orants Court, Chevening.The caiving of the to[rb is a notable anci we]-l preserved
example of medieval craftsmans:,ip, Observe the flnework of the carcail (the chain mail protection for theneck) and its attachment to the bascinet (the conicalhelnet ) , also the ornaraental rnetal worl< of the bar^rdlic
( the knightly belt) anci of the gauntiets. Over themail- shirt the knight is rvearlng the jtipon, of somestout raaterlal , on which was enbroiCered his al-ms, todis!inguish him in combat - Iion rampant, ta1I-forked
semb of esca.IIops.

The construction of the window abovefor in Sir Thornas's wi11, and originally
added further colour with the arns Carine

was provided
painted glass
lmpaled l"lorant.
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fhe cork-shaped decoration of the points of the cusps ofthe tracery 1s a peculiar feature, very rare, if notunique. The square head of the window is explained bythe lack of height for the usual pointed. Gothic arch.The rvork is dated as Perpenaliculai (rectilinear) period,somewhat later than the curvilinear forms of the 6anopy.It is also later than the corresponding windor,r on the-6outhsitle of the chancel. The rebuiiding ot tfre Norman Churchmay weII have started rvith the chancel, these two wind.owsreplacing lTorn.an ones; taking place soon after the d.eathof Si1 Thomas Cawne, the whole of the work might beattributable to him. The date coincities wit[ a revivalof church buildings throughout the couirtry, due to thegradual r9cg-verl- of the economy from the ilevastatingeffects of the Black Death in 1r4B-49.
The patron saint of the Church is traditionallySt. Peter. In 1116 King Edward II, at the request ofthe lord of the l.{anor, granteti a licence for a falr to behe1d. annually for three days, colnmencing on the vigilof the Dedication Festival , St. peter,s Day. IIasIedin- his 'History of Kent' (l]e? ) refers to ihis as 'vulgarlycal1ed Coxcornbe Fair' .

0f the peal of slx bel1s in the tower the two oltiestdate to circ. 14JO. (See Apnendix A. ) Bells were tolletifor alarm and for curfew, no- less than for the call to massand the battlenented tovrer on its prominent slte was astronghold, a look-out post, and a beacon.

The earliest known Rector was presented to the beneficeby-King Jlu.II III , in ).212. Subse[uent1y, right up to theend of the 18th century, the advovrson was held-by tire trordof the I{anor. The beautiful vel1um nanuscript }oll_ ofpatrons and rectors wa.s inscribecl by Mrs. D. ilahoney, aweII known nember of the Society of- Scribes and Illirririnators,
g.1d is in nemory of Canon C.J. Offer, vrho was Rector from1941 to 1964. The date of the creaiion of the parish isnot known, but it probably origlna.ted with the boundariesof the Manor in the llth centuiy, at the tlme of the firstrectors on the ro11. It is remarkabfe that the presentParish bound.aries are virtual-ly the same as those of theancient Manor.
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4. THE TI])OR PETIOD

ft is not known when the chanel of St. Catherineoriginated, but as a con.iecture it may have been in the timeof Sir Robert !.ead. Although he lived at Chiddingstone,he held the Manor of fghtham, and wlth it the patronageof the Church, in the early IIOOs,.in Henry VII,s rei[n(as appears in the Rol-f of Patrons). He had founded-a chantry chapel in Chiddingstone Church dedlcated toSt. Catherine and may well have done the same at Ightham.This was the early saint, St. Catherine of Alexandiia,associated in art wlth the vrheel, popular in \{est Kentat the tine.
The ol-dest dated brass in the Church, and consideredthe best, is that of Sir Richard Clement, beneath the carpetby the a1tar. He bought Ightham Mote in 1521, and itwas he who built the bcautiful l1ttle Tudor chapel there.The brass vias origlnally a double efftgy of hinself andhis wife, Anne, and was inserted at her death in 1528.

S_he wa.s a Catesby, an earl-ier generation of the farnilyof Robert Catesby, who took a leading part in the Gunpowd.erP1ot. Sir Clement died some ten years Iater, but the datewas not recorded in the bl-ank space }eft for it in theinscriptlon. The surviving brass, restored, is a halfeffigy of Sir Clernent only. It is rcmarkable in that
some of the original colouring remains, correct for thecoat of arms. Hc is showl in armour, his head restingon the great tllting helm, r.iith the crcst wolf passant.
Over his arrrour he is \rearing the tabard, the heraldiccoat of the Tudor period, the fl-aps dlsplaying his armorialbearings.

The Reformation imncsed many changes in the Church,putting the parishioners to considerable expense, forwhich they raiscd funds bJ, selling Church ornaments whlchhad become surplus ovring to the comparative simplicity ofthe Reformed Service" In order to safeguard against this,1n the sixth year of the reign of Edward \I (lrr2), orderswere issued by the Privy Councif for inventories to betaken of the go.;ds and chattels in al-l parish churches,the safekeeping of which was to be the responsibilityof the churchwardens. The inventory for Ightham Church
( preserved in the Public P.eccrds Office ) giies a 6oodidea of the effccts of the Rcformation. The stone aitarswere demollshed and their sites paved. The high altarwas replaced by a movable wooden colnnunion table. Theside chapels werc dispensed with. The viall paintings
vre re whitewasheC over. Glazlng was car-ried out (possiblyin place of painted glass), Onc of the chal-ices was soldto raise funds, but an engraved gilt one, with cover, wasretained. The Church books for the old service had tobe handed in, but two brass crosses were kept, togetherr./ith altar a.nd other cf oths, and a quantity of various
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vestments. There is no mention of tleinolishing the rood
screen, but this may well have taken place - thc sawn off
ends may be scen in the chancel waLfs. The colouring of
the Cawne monument was probably l'emoveal at this juncture.

The inventory shows that a new door into the porch
was provided. from the funds raised, thus dating the present
door to 1552, It is of solld oak, well constructed, antl
originally opened inwarals, for defence purposes. thegridiron pattern is of early date, as scen in the portcullises
of medieval castfes. The Iarge lock, with plate antl closing
ring, and roughly forged nai1s, is clearly of loca1
craftmanship, of V{ealden iron.

The year 1559, the second year of Queen El-izabeth I,
saw the con'unencement of the Church registers of baptisns,
mamiages, and burials. the complete set of these to
date eiists, the old ones being deposited with the County
Archives. Thanks to the painstaking work of the late
Sir Thomas C olyer-Fergus s on ' of Ightham Mote, the registers
from 1559 to 1812 have been transcribed, typetl and bound'
complete in one volume, with index of surnames. The late
Sir Edward Harrlson carried on the transcription from
1811 to L955, in two manuscript notebooks' also with
index. these books are in the charge of the Ilector
and are of great value for searchers in genealogy and
Iocal history.

Situated 1n the w:l1 by the Ycstry door is an old
tombstone, somewhat damaged, on which in refief is
represented an a.rch ornamented with a moulding of Gothic
leaves and columns, and there are thc remains of a brassp1ate. This stone is an important one, belng that of
Jane, the first wife of \Iif liarn Lanbarde, well lierown as
the author of the first ever County hlstory 'A ftrambulationof Kent', published in 1576. It was durin6 his
perarnbulatior. that he stayed at St. Clcre ( then in
Ightham Parish), which had been acqulred bJ. George
l4ulton, of Hadlow. He lost his heart to l,lultonrs
young daughter .Iane, and married her in Ightham Churchin 1570, the day bcfore her sevcnteenth birthday.
Sadly Jane died just three years later, chifdl-ess,
and rvas bi;-ried in the Church. Lambarde was heartbroken.
A transfation oi tire orginal latln epitaph reads:

On ltlonday, in thc ;rear of our Saviour's birth
I57l (Sept.21 ) at 2 o'c in thc aftcrnoon, Jane
lamba-rde, ny dear and loving vrlfe, aiter
sufferlng from srnallpox for slx days, breathed
out her spirlt at Ighthaur 1n Kent, and in that
same place I have sct up this marble monunent toher. Behol-d I come swiftly. Jane, wife of
lllll'm lambard, of Lincoln's Inn, gent., and
daughter of George i{u1ton, of Ighthan, esquire
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and of Agnes Po1h11I his wife, dicd on Septcmbcr2lst, 1571, in the 2lst year from her birth, andthe 4th from her ma.'.'riage. t

The state of the stone is due to its having been movedat least th,ice from its original position, and also tothe brass having been stolen in the lgth century and
fragnents only recovered. Therc are brasses to threegenerations of l{ultons in tllc centre alsle - Jane'sparents George (died 1588) antl Agnes (died f591), wrth
an inscription, their son George and his wife Athelreda,
and the grandson P.obert and his wife Deborah, who werethe last of the St. Clere Multons.

Although William Laubarde is now best known as anantlquarian and local hlstorlan, he achieved d.istinctionin his day with his books on the 1aw, his foundation ofthe Queen-Efizabeth alnoshouses at Greenwich (st111 existing),
and his work as Keeper of the National Records. IIe is
commemorated by rnonuments in Sevenoaks Parish Church, in
which parish his descendants Iived. for three hundred years.
Each gencration had a son named. Ilulton, in memory of
l,Ii11iams's f irst young wif e and of his great f ri-encl ,her father -

Mcntion nust bc madc of the Rev. Henry I'irebrass,
who is commemorated by the surviving Firebrass Charity.
He was R.ector from 1574 untif he resigned in 1586,
subsequently becoming Vicar of Farningham, where he
died and wEts buried in the Church. In his will he
bequeathed to the poor of Ightham the sum ot 2O/-d..per annum, charged on the rent of a field off Oldburylane, cal1ed 'Bcarfield' (now the site of the house
'Heronshavr' ). His brass in Farningham Church record.sthe fghtham benefaction, together with a similar one tothe poor of that parish, The originaf wil-I is in the
County Archives.
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5. THE 17TH CENTURY

The history of the Church during this period is
bountl up largely with the three grea.t houses in the parish
Ighthan Court, Ightham Mote, and St. Clcre. Ightham Courtand Manor were acquired by the flrst William James in 1600,
anti- the Mote by the first Sir William Selby two yearsearlier. The two families remained neightours ior nearlythree huntlred 'rears. St. Clere Manor wis sold by Robert-Multon to Slr John Setlley about 16JO and the Sed.leys livedthere for nearly a hundred ycars.

It \./as this Willian James who erected the box pews,as the Manor pews. This was soon after hls grant ofarms by Klng James I in 16Il and he lncorporated thenas part of the decoration. i{illlan's fathcr was asuccessful london brewer and the three nill-rinds - theiron centre of the rnillstone for grinding barley for beer -was a devlce aopropriate to the industry, togetler withthe crest, the sheaf of barley, from whlch beer is made.The oldest piece of Church siiver, still in use, is achallcc 8* in. high, inscribed beneath the foot rGuillelnus
James donavit Ecclesiae de Ightham'. The hallnark isLondon 1616. The origln of the James family vault bcneatllthe pews is not known--_it may have bcen an Lxisting crypt.
It rISu in use up to 1!0I , some forty members of the-Jam63fan1ly being burietl in it.

The ornate Selby monuments 1n colourcd alaba.ster aretypical of_the period. The epitaphs record that the Selbyscarne from Branxton, ln Northumberland - a village on theScottish border - and that they wcrc lords of t[e easternmarches with Scotland, 0f the two recumbent lcnights, thel-owcr is the first Sir Willlarn Selby, of Ighthan Motej aiea1611. He came there in o1d age, nit"" a iorrg nifitaiy --
career. This *arted in 1544, as a boy of fl, in fenryVIIf 's war against the Scots, when lre ilas present at tirelanding ^at _Newhaven, the capturc of Leith, and at thesiegc of Edinburgh Castlc. He saw Borcl._.r fighting, nearhis hone, was on service in Irelanci, and took part"in
Queen Xlizabeth Irs intcr.rention itl the protesiant causein the Nethcrlands (1586-8g), when hc rvas Governor ofAmersfort, near Utrecht. Notice the o1d nllitary titlesof captain of lances anal scoutma.stcr-general .

The flrst Sir William never rn:r.rried and he wassucceeded at the Motc by his rrcphcw, the sccond Sir\,Ii1l-iam. llke his unclc beforn trim fre was GcntlemanPorter of the fortified borclcr town of Berr.rick. WhenJames VI of Scotland became Jarncs I of England he lostno time in proceeding south and wi:.s welcomed at ScotsGate. by. a company of notables, plr. V/illiam Selby deliveringup the keys of the garrison and thc King showin! hisfavour by onferring on Liim a knlghthood. A translation
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of the long and laudatory epitaph is at Appendix B.ft was thls Sir William who, in 1520, was granted afaculty for two large seats in the south aisle as a Motcpew, in return for having erccted a gallery at the west
end of the nave. In L611 , however, when he rvas 8J yearsoltl and too infirn to get to the Parish Church, he wasgranted pernission to hold scrvices in the private chapelat the Mote. He dicd five ycars 1a.ter. It is not knownwhen the Selby farrrily vault beneath the pcw was taken intouse, but when opened in 1831 there vrere only 10 coffins init.

Sir Willlam's widow, Dame Dorothy, survived hin bythrce years, dying in I64t. Hcr monuraent is an iroportantone, the bust at least being the work of the noted sculptor
Edward Marshafl (1598-16?5 ) - Master }4ason to the Crownand twice Master of the l4asons' Company. Works in Kentexecuti.d Uy ]li4 (a11 in 15J8) werc the-monument to tadyCulpepcr, at Hollingbourne, the one to Henry Sr-unders, itSt. l{ary l{agdalen, Canterbury, and his famous doublebrass, to Sir Edvrard and Latiy Filmer, at East SuttonChurch, near I'laidstone. Dame Dorothy is realisticallyportrayed as she was at the time of her death. at the igeof 6), and urearing wid.owrs dress. She had no chrldren-and had devoted herself to good works - the smal1 figuresof mourners reprcsent the poor she cared for. She wasfond of nusic, as shown by thc 1ute, and above all toneedlework, as shown by the embroidery frame and in her
e pi taph.

In Dame Dorothyrs crrrious epitaph (see Appendix C)she is recordcti as a Dorcas - needlewoman - who workedthe pictures rGolden Ager, 'Acts of Jonah', and rGunpowder
Plotr. The rGol-ilen Age' - scenes of Adan and Eve in tfre
Garden of Eden - is reproduccd in coloured plaster relief1n thc dari< nichc bei:1nd the bust. The 'Acts of Jonahrwas e vidently hcr.. !lr-r.stclpiecc :rs, in her fuf I lengthportrait vrhich hangs at the Irlote, her hand is rcsiing onit. Incidcntalfy, besidc her on tho tablc there is e.bunch of pinks and a tu1ip, showing her intcl.est ingardening, the tul1p bcing a recent lntroductlon fromHolland and fashionablc at the time. A version of herpicture of the Arnada and tire Gunpowder plot is incisedin the lower panel behlnd the bust, the work beingattributed to William Marsha11, engraver, yoltngcrbrother of Edvrard. The orlginal needlewoik hissurvived, in the hands of descendants, and was shownat the r01d Ighthamr exhibition of 1956: thc colourshave retalned a remarkabl-e fr:eshncss. The subject wasnot uncommon at the time, a piece of Anti-papisi propaganda.The Pope, in company with the Devll- itself, flans'tfri -
overthrow of Britain with the invasion of the Armada(I5gB)and the denolition of the Houses of parliament by GuyFawkes (1605), but is prevented by the watchful iye 6f
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Alnigtrty God above. Photographs of the original
needlervork and of the inclsed version hang at the west
end of the Church. Dame Dorothy has acquired notoriety
through the legend that sh3 took part in the discovcryof the Gunpowdcr PIot. This no doubt arose through a
mi sinterpre tati on of the worals in her epitaph 'whose art
disclosr-,d that plot' , the real neanin4 of which is no
morc than that hcr art displayed thc plot in her needlework.

Curiously enough the name Dorotiry Selby docs\'not
appcar in the Burla1 Register, bu.t this is not consideredto be of any signlficance. It 1s recoraled (National
Record Office ) tfrat the nonument was erected at the chargeof Richard. Amherst Esq., a-nd Dorothy his vrife, executors
untier her wiL1. The same Richard Amherst signed thefuneral certificate of Da.me Dorothy's husband, the seconalSir \,Ii11ian (preservcd in the Collcge of Arns). Richard
had been mamied in lghtham Church in L527 to Dorothy
Cradock, whose mother Jane Dirkin (died 1525) is
com.rnemorated by a brass in thc centre aisl-e. It is
wc11 preserved and notablo as an exa:nple of Jacobean costurne.(See Appendix D). Nothing is known is to who Jane Dirklnwas. I,ittle is known about her first husband, John
Cradock, except that he carne from luddesdown, and nothingat all about her second husband, John Dirkin. Herdaughters by Cradock, however, mamled we1]. Dorothymarried Richard Amherst, who j-nlrerited and rcbuilt Bayha1l,
Pembury (slnce dernolished ) and their other daughter,Elizabeth, married Sir John }Iowefl , s erj eant-at-1aw,
Recorcler of london. Thc Howelfs are recordecl by anelegant alabastcr and black marble tablet in the southwal-l and are burled in the i'lotc vault beneath.

tr'our very fine plcccs of sllver survive from thesefamilies. A paten, diam. 5 in., hallmark london 1615,
may have bcen part of the cor,.{runion plate recorded asdonated to the Church by Jan: Dirkin in L626. An almsdish,diarn. over 14 in., hallmark London 16!0, is inscribed asthe gift of Dorothy Thorncycroit and is engraved with her
arms Howell impaled Thorneycroft. She was a daughter ofJohn and Elizabeth Howel}, was baptiscd in the Church inl.614, and marricd John Thcrneycroft of Gray,s Inn. Apair of silver flagons, over tO in. in height, with the
same irallmarks as the afmsdish, are inscribed as the giftof lady El-izabeth Howel1 and are engraved with thc llow elt/Cradock arms. Unfortunatcly onc has been mutllated inthe Victorian period b.,i thc agdition of a spout.

Sir John SedIey, of St. Clere, rebulft the north aislein L639 for his llanor pews, widcning 1t by 5 ft. The wallshould be seen from tlre outsidc, with its mellowed bricks,hand made 10 in. by 5f in. by 2 in., laid in the o1dfashioned English bond - altcrnate courses of headersand stretchers. At the same tine the fanily vault
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beneath the aisl-e was constructed, and the arches andhalf pillars of the adjoining a.rcade of the nave rebuiltin brick, an imitation of the l5th century stonework.
In 1643, during the Civil \lar, the lector of Ightham,the Rev. John Gryme, achieved notoriety by causlng aRoyalist rebellion. Parliament had lssued an ordinancerequiring all clergy to take an oath of allegiance to it

and to inpose this upcn thelr parishioners. Mr. Gryme
who had been Rector for 27 years and knew wcll the feelingof the people, refused to obey. A party of horse v/a.ssent down from london to arrest him and, in the scufflein which the vill-agers trtcd to rcscue him, one of then
was killed. fhls spa.rked off a rising throughout thedistrlct, which it took Parliamentary troops to que11.

The Rev. Jarnes Hickford, who succeedeti Mr. Gryne,
rvas described. as a 'noncolformist usurper', but,surviving a1I the vicissitr-rdes of the Establisheci Church,he remained. !.ector for 49 years, dying in 1697. Theaustere Puritan influencc perslstcd at least as late as1827, when a drawing of the chanccl of that date showsit as no doubt it rvas 1n itls tinc. Thc ba.r:c communiontab1e, covered with a plai:r cloth, is on a platform, withthe recently introduccd turneC wood.cn Communion rails onthree sidcs. There are two benches in front forcomnunicants. Thc east window has plain g1e"ss, antibeneath it are boards painted with the lord.ts prayer,
the Creed, and thc Ten Commandments. The prcsent board,hanging to the left of the altar wlth gold lettcring ona black backgrounal , may well bc thc original . The wa11sare liroewashcd. and thc ffoors paved vrith stonc s1abs.There is no chancel screcn. Thc rlrawing shows the frontof the blg Rectory pcw, on the south side of the navc.Behlntl this were the pews for the gcntry, and on the otherside the Court pews. A11 thcsc per,rs wcre errclosed andprovided with aloors, for protection fron draughts.Benches no doubt scrved for thc rest of the congregation,with the gallcry as an ovcrflow. Thcrc was a large oakpulpit in the nave, by thc centre pil1ar on the southside. Thls r,ras probabf i, a thrce de ckc-r, vrherc the parsonconducted thc scrvicc and read the lessons from the miaatetier, and ascended to tirc top onc for the sermon. Thebottom tier was occupied by thi: lay c1crk, whc fed theresponses and gave out the notices. It is not lrcrownwhen the ceiling to thc nave was put in but 1t may havcbeen at this period for the purposcs of warmth.
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6. THN IIAiI.IOVERIAN PERION

The Hanoverian period was one of little change insidethe Church itself, although outslde, the churchyard assumeda ver}' different appearancc. (See 9. The Churchyard).
Beyond the scope of thls paper, but fortunately well
documented in the County Archives, were the nany activltiesof the Rcctor, with his Parisir Vcstry, church wardens, and
overseers of the poor - responsible for aII the localadministration within the parish boundaries, includingthe raising of the poor riltes and. the care of the poor.
The Rector was a landowncr and country gentleman, secondonly to the squire, who, as patron of the living, had
appointeai hlm. The F-ev. Ralph lcigh, who was Rcctor forthirty-six years, 1724-60, appears frequently in a diarykept by the squire's young wife, Elizabeth Janes, for theyear 175O. Iie raas very much a frientl of the f amily and
was often invited to dinner when there was anythingspecial such as ra fine turbot' or ra neck of venisonr,
even though on occasions rit smelt strongr. Itlr. leighreturned thc hospltality by sending up pork and ducks
from hls glebe farn. \,/hen Elizabeth lost her 1itt1e boy,Mr. lelgh was constantly up at Ihe Court, and he stayed byhcr in the coach to thc rvery large funeral'. It wasin his tlne that the ncrv no. 2 bell vra.s hung, inscribedwith his nanc (Appcndix A), and thc ttiary records thepealin6 of the bcIls at Christmas.

El-lzabeth James dicd in 1798 and her hatchnent hangsin the nave togcthcr with forrr others of the Janes familyof Ightham Court. The carliest is 1118, Villiam Jamesof the fourth gcncration, that of Elizabethrs husband,
anothcr Wi111am, is I7B1 " 0f the remaining seven
hatch-rnents, two appertaln to St. Clere (formerly intire Parish), tv;o to thc i'lote, and three to Rectors ofIghtha.m. (See Appendix E for details). Hatchmentsarc a featurc of the Ilanoverian period. l.Iith muchil1ite:racy and poor contmunications, it becamc the custom
when a person of social stand.ing died to notify the eventby hanging a shield of his or her arms outsidc thc house.After a time of mourning 1t was laid up over the family
pew .

The two tier trvcnty-four light chandeller hangingin the nave is a vcry finc ont:, alnost certa.lnly Londonr.nade. It is inscribed 'Thc gif t of Michacl Upton of thcParish of Ightharn, f759. The donor wils here inter'dthe 18 of June, I78O, agcd 78 years'. Michae1 Upton'sseal and signature appear on a document in connection wlththe Parlsh workhou.se dateo 1753, in which he is describedas 'Grocer now Ovcrsecr of thc said Parishr. As overseerof thc Poor on thc Parish Vestry hls duties included the
managcment of thc workhousc. He ryas evidently a man of
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substance, an exarnplc of the rising middle classcs - heheld freeholds in ltleopham and was ieglstcred as a voter'in the Poll of the Knights of the Shirc for parlianent.
He was sufflciently important to be shown in the BurialRegister as 'Mr.' and to have a funcral sernon. Thechandelier takes to picces easily and, in 1964, wasdismantleti for cleanlng and lacqirering under the directionof -Mr. Stanley Pratt, of 27 l4ount Strcet, london, W.1.,and was then rewired.

In 1791 thc advowson of re Church, hltherto includedwith the title of thc Manor, was; sofd by Richard James ofIghtham Court to \.Iilliam Bythese a, of -Crooms Hi11, Grcenwich.It.included the parsonage and glebe land, and the dectlenjoined 'the said l,I111iam Bythesca anti heirs for ever,....rwhcnever the said Church should become vacant to present
some other honest lcarneti and. well- qualified clerk tosuccced in the said Church as Rector,. Mr. Bytireseapromptly appointed his son, the Rcv. George Byihesea,who is cotrmenmorated by his hatcl-rment, hemgin! to the
"+glrt. of thc orga,n, and by a fine mural 1n-th6 chancel,with his arms in colours, extolling his virtues andrecording his dcath 1n IBOO 'by a urost rapid disease,at the early age ot 15. It i! not known why RichardJames should have taken the unprecedentetl st6p of.disposing of the e"dvowson, his family having irel_d thepatronage for nearly 2OO years and iirstalled nine rectors.but it secms that thc sum rcceivcd, &3r4OO (not inconsiderablcfor thosc days), was to defray dcbts. Dceds show thataftcr his dcath in 1BOT his widow was compclled to seI1lands in ordcr to meet hls liabilities. Much of Richard.J"p:" I timc was spcnt away from homc r,ri th thc l.t11itia,ca11ed up for fu11-timc scrvice during the prolongedwars with Francc, and his cstatc affairs ma! wclI"havcbccn neglec tcd.

The Rev. Gcorgc Bythesca succccdcd his fathcr asPatron, and on his dcath hc wa.s succccdcd by hls infantson Gcortlc Kent Bythcsca. It wa.s under thL infant'snamc that thc Rc\.. Thomas Cobb was apoointed rcctor;
he was also Vicar of Sittingbournc and a Justicc of thcPeacc. In ]8O6 thc Archbishop's Visitation to tre Churchgave a.satisfactory report. Thc Church and Rcctory werein good repair and the Parish E.egister was propcrly kept.Serviccs werc held twicc on Sundays, with *i,"ning ior"ro.l,and Sacramcnt four times a. ycar, with about 45 c6mmunicants.Children_were frequcntly crtcchlscd throughout thu ycar,and. the Sunday School had r"wcnty boys. ihcre were" noPapists in the Parish, and only' one- llcthodist, and. oncAnabaptist. fn thc samc ycar a crisis arose ovcr theMote pcw. Thc Sclbys, ha.ving their own chapel at theMotc, scldom uscd thc, pew and 1t had becomc iustomaryfor the o1d mcn to sit there, anri also for thc Vesiryto conduct its mcctings thure, Iiir. Cobb rccorcls
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facetiously it, !!,g V--stry_minutee rthat another vestryroon must be built, the otd vestry roon having beenlocketl up and, parishioners turned- out by a peiaon ofthc nane of thos. Setby Esq., who clalni it^aa hischancelt. the ney room was added on the site of thepresent-veatry (eince rebuilt). thonas Selby ilieil ia1820 a.nd hie hatchment hangs over his pew. ihe Rev.thonas Cobb (died 1818) is-comnemorate& by a ra1l plaquein-the chanccl , ,by his hatchmcnt to the titt ot thi organ,antt by a tablct in tUo floor near the organ.

U
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7 . THE I9TH CDNIU]1Y

In thc 19th ccntury the Church, in conmon with aIIothcr olal churches, cxperienced a wavc of changcs -fortunatcly, howcvcr, the crazc for rcstoratlon did notspread to interfcrcncc with thc originaf mcdicval structure.fn the early years of thc century the population of theParish lcapt from 709, at thc first ccnsus of 1801, to1,O17 in thc census of 1811. To provide for thc largercongregations the Rcv. Sanuel- Wyatt Cobb (Rcctor LBZ'I -57 )moved at a Vcstry n:ceting in l8ll that a ner.r gallery beerected above thc cxisting gallery. At the same timethc large Jacobcan pulpit in the ccntrc of the nave \{asreplaccd by a small one in front of thc chancel, thusallowlng morc scating. Ylisely the tirnbcr of thc o1dpulpit was retaincd as panelling on the east wa11 of thechancel-; it will be observcd that thc dccoration closely
resemblos that of the box pews, dating it to thc sameperiod.

In 1849 Mr. Cobb petitioncd the Archbishop for non-rcsidence, stating that owing to rsevcre and gangerous
attacks of gout and other distressing maladics' he had
bccorric incapacitatcd from thc performancc of his duties,
which he rcquested to delegate to a curate, thc Rcv.
Alcxander nouglas. With the l-icence duly granted, antlMr. Cobb travelling abroad for his health, Mr. Douglas
carrricd on for cight years. It was he who, largely athis own cxpensc, undertook the reseatlng of the Churchin 1854. All the box pews were removed, exccpt the
prescnt four, and open scats installed. At thc same time
the or5:an - no doubt a barrcl organ - ivas replaced by aharmonlurn. The barrel organ had been 1n use at least
sincc 1849, r+hcn alr organ pIa;rcr was appointed at a yearly
salary of L2, payable quarterly, Bcfore the barrel organ,
music was providcd by a few singers and musicians in thcgallery, the churchvrardens' accounts in 1822 showing
'pald for repairing bassoon and reeds €l 4s 2d'. It
was during thc 1854 restorations that Mrs. Selby, ofthe i.lotc, prescntcd for the Motc pcw a vrindow of 16th
century Flcmish glass depicting Henry ViI a.nd his Qucen,Elizabcth of York. A friend hlrd acquired this glass
in \,/orcesttr and ]rad givcn it her for thc chapel at the
Mote, but she preferrcd the Church to havc it. I'1r. Cobbdicd in 1857, having held thc bencficc for thirty years.
He has no memorial .

Thc origin of the ocreens of the Motc pew is not
known. It is evidcnt from the Mr. Selby affair that
thcy cxist.d in 1606, but a prc-1854 drawing (British
lluscum) shows that their tracery was different from the
present oncs. They have bccn dated as eerly 15th
century, but may be older, and the two parts may be of



15.

different dates. They have clearly been removed from
elsewhere and have been altered and rnuch restored. They
rnight well have repla.ced the original screens, possibly
in the restorations of 1854. As a conjecture they might
have come up frorn the l4ote.

The same drawing shows the position of the font besrd.ethe centre pier of the south arcade. At the time of thef954 restorations it was moved to near the vestry door.This was cl-ose to the foot of the gallery stairs, vrhichit evidentl-y obstructed, as in IB70 itl was moved to thewest end of the centre aisle. Subsequently, after thetlemolition of the galleries, 1t was put back again and
remained there until- 1!6!, when it was placed in itspresent position.

In 1866 the F-ev. John Pofehampton arrived and at oncestarted a parish magazine. Copies of this survive andgive a remarkable picture of life in the village a hundre<lyears ago. Hls many activlties 1n the management of thevillage school, in starting a youth c1ub, in coping withpoverty by organising clothing and coal cIubs, a lying-infund, and provident societies, are outside the scope ofthls narrative, but ]re did much afso for the Church itself.
He ca11ed for subscrlptions for an organ to replace the
harmonium and, at the same time, started a choir of men
and boys, dressing then 1n surplices, They sat 1n theupper ga11ery, but it was not long, however, before choirstall-s were provided in the chancel. The tower wasrepalred at thls tine, vrith a new wind vane, describedin the parish magazine as 'a very elegant as vlell as usefuladdition to the venerable structurer .

Ii-t 1868 the James window and brass plate were inserted.in the north aisle in memory of Demetrius (irevis-James, of
fghtham Court (died 186]), and of his wife Mary (died tB53).
Demetrius Grevis took the narrre of James on succeeding to the
Manor of Ightham on the death of his cousin Richard James,
who died without issue in 1BO7 and was the sixth and lastgeneration in direct line from the first \^Iilliam James.
The narble mural to hir,r 1n the nave is the only James
monument in the Church. The windo\./ depicts scenes inthe life of St. iames rhe Greater, discernible throughoutby irls red robe. (See Appendix F for details). The
wintiow was installed sor:re years after the death ofDemetrius. According to the Re,i. T.F. Charlton, a
descendant ol the James family, 1t was lnstigated bythe Rev. James Sandford Ba11e;r, of Ightham Place, whoin l-857 had married lavinia, the sixth daughter of
Demetrius Grevis-James, and it wa.s subscribed for by
mernbers of the James fa.mlly. It was probably manufacturedby the wefl known london firm of Clayton & Bell, and thearchaistic style is llth century. The parish magazineof 0ctober 1868 records ra visit by one of the first



Architects in England (or: the worl<i) to our ancient parishChurch.... The stained glass windol,{ in the north aisle,lately erecteil to the nemoiy of the fate Mr. and Mrs. Janes,met with his unqualified admiration; the imitation of theantique, particularly, he declared to be as nea.rly perfectas anything he had ever seenr. The architect soeulogistically described was nost probabl_y tqr. Bai1ey'sfrlend, IVilliar:r Burges, who is recorded (i.f .S..q. I,iLrary)as visiting the Baileys at Ightllam on occasions Ig64_69.-
( See 9. Churchyard, Bailey fomb ) ,

_-_- Mr. Polehampton clid not like the ga11er.ies. In1876 he. reports locklng them at evenint service 'owingto continuous ilf behaviour thereinr --they were used bythe school children and were badly 1it. bive years laier
!g e9t his way in dismantling them thus revealiirg thefinely proportioned 15th ceniury arch leading to thetovrer. Another of Mr. Polehampton's dislik6s were thefinials to the nave pews. He comments acidfy on thern
11. t!"- parish \aeazine anal later laconically iecordsrfiniafs in pevrs tonped off by me' - no douLt in defianceof the views of membels of the VestryMhen he resigned,in 1888 he and l,Irs. Polehampton Conaied a .he1l , inscrfbed '
with their 1nitials, to commemorate his incumbancy oftwenty-trvo years, thus completing the peal of six-.

The ilev. Douglas Barry succeeded. In his firstletter to the parishioners in the parish rnagazine herefers. to the responsibilities cf the F-ectoi of a parishIthough comparatively sma}I, are numerous and heavjr'.The population at the tlme was 1150, some 4OO less" thannow (t9?o), but the llector was stili chai:man of theVestry wliich managed village affalrs, and it was notuntil- the local Government Act of 1.394 that the firstParlsh Councif was elected to take these over. Anotherof the P.ector's ]etters caffs for rmore synrpathy for thepoor and suffering' and his eocial vrork rvas extLnsive.He proloted the Ightham Benevofent Society and the l,iorkingMenrs CIub, and started a fund for the en"ployment of aparish nurse. He viorked un the Sundav Scho6l to ahundred chll-dren on the books, anrl l{rs". Barrv started arveekly i.fothers' meeting at the ilectory.
In 1BBB the boarcis 1n the porch showing the benefactionsto the Parish were restored by the churchwaidens. Theyhave existed at least as far tack as 1812, rvhen an entrj,in the accounts reco::ds '\,iriting the Beneiactions, etc.l2le' . One of the churchwardeni was llajor_Gu.r"rri luard..(See also page 2l,1,trsrd gravestorru i. ---1," the boards arenot being maintained by the Church Council- a transcripiionis at Appendlx G for record purposes.
At the end of the centurv windovrs in the Churchwere restored and the vestry rebui}t. In 1902 thet ower
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clock v/as installed in the tower. A snal1 tablet, nowpartially concealed by the organ, records that it wasprovided by public subscription rto conaemorate the longand ilfustrious reign of Queen Victoria'. It replacedthe cl-ock presented. in 1887 in cel-ebration of the Jubileeyear of her reign.
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8. THE P]1ESEJ.IT CENTIIRY

Mr. Barry was a great benefactor to the Church.In 1900 he donated the eagle lectern and the chancelscreen. These were dedicated by Blshop Bafiy at aspecial . service, and the Vestry minutes record of thescreen ra-hearty vote of thanks for the glft, and thatrit was adnired and approved by all'. it was evidentlylntended to replace the originll rnedieval rood screenlong since disappeared. T[e drarving of the chancel in1827 shows no screen, but in the parish magazine of the18!0s reference is mad.e several times at hlrvest festivatsto the f1oraI decorations to rthe screen in frontl of thechoirr. Nothing 1s known of this one. Subseouent siftsof his vrere the brass chandelier 1n tlre chancel -(1906)
and the rootl beam, inscribed 'D. Barry Rector IBgg-l9O?restored ne A.D.l9f2' - the two 1attei were glven afierhis retirement, vrhen he continued to flve in tjre parish.

The Rev. Bertram Winnlfrith was R.ector fron 1907 to1924. For the first few years he kept a diary, ai the backof an olil rTythe Book', an- interesting hlstorilal docuneninow in the County Archives. One of [1s first entrieswas rmy wife presented me with a fine boy. The eventwas all the more interestlng as it was thirty-five yearssince there hail been a birth in the Rectory'-. Thi; 'fineboy' was Sir John Wlnnifrith, patron of oui Church. fn1911 he records that a crack appeared in the plasterceiling of the nave; on examinition 1t was f-ound thatit concealetl fine oak beams, so 1t was decided to taketiown the ceiling and restore the origlnaf roof. Hecomments 'now we have one of the flnest specimens offifteenth century roofs 1n the Country,. In l-9I2 hedescribes the installation of the new organ, at the westend of the nave, raad e by Messrs. F.II. Br5wne &- Co., ofCanterbury for €J00, raised by publ1c subscription. Hewrites that 'the old organ vras exceedingly ugiy and tookup valuable space in the already small 6hinc6f"'. ft isof this organ that the story goes that it stooC 1n theway to the pulplt, so when the Rector v/ent uD to oreachthe organist had to stan,i uf and carry on plLying'thehymn with one hand as best he couldl " Theie Lad"been yearsof delay over the Diocesan faculty for the organ owing"to disagreement over the siting, and a oroposiL to Uuitdan organ chamber onto th., south side of- th6 chancel. Theopenlng. cerenony was carried out by Mr. luard_Selby,organist to Rochester Cathedral . -He came of tfre befUyfamify- of 
_ 
Ightham Mote, vrhere he was born in 1g51, andwas.a leading church musician of his time. fn i HymnsAncient and Modernr he cornposed the tune of lJymn 659rThe lord is King! lift up thy voice!' rvhi cir he nimedrfvy Hatch'. Mr. Winnifrilh i6 commemorated by the altarrails (inscribed), ald by a beautiful silver p"l,""""ion.i-cross_, presented by his family. The restored St.Catherine'sChapel is now a further commeriroration of him.
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The memorial tablet to Benjamin Harrison (a837 -192L)
recafis a great village character vrho achieved an international
reputation in the arc[aeologicaf rvorld of his day'. He
contended, and was supportetl by responsible geologigal . ^.opinion, ttat ftints iound by hirn in the pre-g1acla1 .drifton the North Downs near Ash were artefaets, thus vastly
antedating the antlquity of man' He,ca11etl the flints,eoliths,l and on" o-f tire first ones found !Y him, 1n. 1855,
is mounted above the tablet. He vras much lovetl in the
vlllase and his g""rr""iorr" (north-west of the Church tower)
u".r"'irr"--"pii"p[ (quoted fiom 'As You llke Itr):

He found in life 'Books in the running
brooks, sernons in stones and good in
everything I .

In the Lg19-45 War, in spite of the large amount
of bombing sustained by the v11}age, the Church was
iortunate-in getting no direct hits and no casualties
to churchgoer6. (See Appendix G)' Thc damage was
liroited t6 windows. The- only ones vrhich escaped,were
the James window and the 1ittle one of St' Peter (lnserted
i"-feOOl in the south walt of the chancel ' AII the rest
oi tfr" glass is post-lIar. The East windovr replaced
,ia-vi"io"ian gliss. the parish magazl:ne records its
i""t"if"tion i; 1949, and that it is stained, and' not
nainted. Alass, producing an irridescent effect' The
;rit""-(pi"sumauiy the REctor, canon offcr) is somewhat
;;;i;a"ii" as to ihe desisn, but does.sive it 9I:111-t:'^-a., i.lrorr"*ent on its predecessor... A piaque- records. tnat
ii *"-" erected in memoiy of parlshioners who lcst their
lives in the two llorld Wars. The names of these men are
,""""a"a on brass i;ablets in the south aisle' The meroorial
window in the iriotc pew to Sir Thomas C olyer-Fe rguP ? ol .(ai"a rglr) replace& the ancient Flernish glass' which has.
i;;;;p;;;;a slice the bornbing. Close to it is the memorial
to Sir Tliomas's son' Riversdile, who was kllfetl in 1917' at
ifru-"g"-of 21 , in the flghting in Flanders in the First
World War, and was posthimously awarded the Victoria Cross
l"r-ii" gallantry in actlon. -With the death of Sir Thomas
the use 6t trru l'lote pew lapsed, after a period of 110 years'
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9. THE CHII,?CHYARD

Throughout the lYiddl-e Ages, fron its prominent slteoverlooking the village, the Church was the hub of 1tssocial 1ife. The nave was used as a village ha11, theporch was a meeting place, and the churchyard, then freeof gravestones, was the village playground.. The annualfair no doubt took place there, and probably archerypractice, either there or nearby. The of ti place nameButt I'ie1d for a field to the north-east of the Churchimplies this use, although the reaf meaning may be no
more than a field which abuts another one. The yewsare the descendants of those planted in aricient times,
evergreen, and thus traditlonally associa.ted witheverlasting life, but with practical uses for decoratingthe Church for festivals, as a floor covering for the
col-d stone floors, as well as for the naking of bows and
amoh/s .

The 1ittle sundial outside the porch is inscribed
'fn publicum deslgnatum. Robert Cutbush facit. L669.t.It was at about this date that gravestones came into use.
Except for the fevr notables burled in the Church itself,it was custonary for graves to be near the porch, on thevillage side of the Church, and the oldest stones are there.In the precealing five and a half centuries the total nurnber
of burials in the plot was very considerable. For thefirst hunilred years recorded in the burial registers,
which oommence in 1!!!, there we1'e no less than 8OO - the
population of the parish being estimated at that time as
about 560. Overcrowding was mitigated in that coffins
were not then used.

Ihe oldest gravestones recorded - not now discernible
rvere 165J, 1671, and. L697. The oldest one stil1 leglble
is Jane Moyce 1701. Owing to tre hard local ragstone, the
depth of the carvlng of the letterlng, the fact that the
stones are chamfered to throw off the rain, several early
lSth century stones have su.rvived well-. They are of
considerabfe interest as examples of folk art found only
in parts of Kent and over thc border into Sussex. The
crudely incised faces are the efforts of the mason and
contrast with his craftsmanship in the Perpendicular styfe
rnouldlng of the thick head -and-shorrld e r-shaped stones' and
in the fine lettering. The faces vrere intended as irnages
of the departed, but the meaning became lost and they
deteriorated into grotesque skulfs and bones, the emblems
of mortality. There arc stifl survlving of this perioil
several stones, also peculiar to Kent' with ludicrous
profil-e faces, a convention for male and female afiket
which seems to have originated from a George I coin.
By the mlddle of the 18th century craftsmanshlp and public
taste hati much improved arrd the deslgns are of intrinsic



artistic merit, with the delicate carving or the imageryof mortality, the resurrection and eternal life, togetherwith the tradition of beautiful calligraphy. The handsome
chest tombs are in the typical classical style of the
Georgian period of architecture. The earliest of theseis that of the Hottsoll family (circ 1715 ), by the porch -carved with the Hodsoll- arxns (the Three \/eIIs ) and rathernathetic epitaphs. lhe practice of iron gri}}s, of whichthere are several examples, early 19th century, vras forprotection from 'body snatching' for anatomical research,
then prevalent, and from d.esecration in those rougher
times.

An important tomb is the heraldic one situated just
north of the chancel, completed prior to 1866. This
was designed to surnount a vault below for the Rev. James
Sandford Bailey, of Ightham Place, who employed his frientllIilliam Burges. William Burges (1827-1881 ) was a leatlingarchitect of the mitl-Victorlan perioal of Gothic revival
and was responsible for a number of important works, bothat horae antl abroatl . (See also page 17, James window).
The design represents a catafalque, covereal by a paI},
surrounding arns, besides those offarollies of Sa[dford (]4r. Bailey's
Janes, of Ightham Court (his wife'

in the centre of wirich are the arms of Bailey. TheBailey, are of the
mother ), and of Grevis-

s ). The many blankshields provlded for the Bailey descendants, but actuallyonly five interments took place - Mr. Bailey's parents,his wlfe (died 1875), his son Deuetrius (died 1909), andhinself (aiea f9fZ, aged 8B). Dernetrius, who was in the
service of the Rajah of Sarawak, is con:menorated by a
brass in the nave . i,{r. Bailey' s son Edmund , of .Ightharn
Court, disliked the farnily vault and acqrrired a plot
near the church tower, where he, his wife, and his two
spinster sisters are buried. fhe tomb has been sadly
neglected, the long inscriptions a::e illegible and the
record 1ost. I an indebted to the Rev. T.F. Charlton,
a descendant of the Grevis-James, for this infornation
as to hls forebears.

The grave of Adelaltle Kemble (died 1879), to the
north-west of the Church tower, recalfs her performances
at Covent Garden Opera House in I84I, notably in theexacting part of rNorma', when she achieved a reputation
as one of the great opera singers of her tine. Her
dramatic talent was not surprising as she came from the
celebrated theatrical family of Kembl-e - one of whom,the great tragic actress Sarah Siddons, was her aunt.
Adelaide married Edward Sartoris, who is buried beside
her, and her connectlon with Ightham was that thelr
d.aughter May married Henry Evans-Gordon, of rPrestons'.
May lived to ..925 and 1s buried nearby.

In the same part of the churchyard is the stone
commemorating Caroline truard, who died on 24th August,



1908, and on the reverse the death of her husband, l.lajor-
General- luard, three \./eeks 1ater. Behind this fies atragic story. From their home at Ightham Knoff Mrs.luartl went out for a walk with the dog one Sunday afternoon
and when she dld not return for tea the General set outto look for her. He found her 1n a wood not far off,lylng deatl with bullet wounds in her head. Ihe Police
could find no clues as to the murd.erer and gossip brought
suspicion onto the General himself, accompanied by venomous
anonymous letters" The strain wa.s too great for hirn and
he threw hinself under a train. Mr. Winnifrith, who
wrote a dramatic day-to-day account of the affalr 1n histliary, k:rew the General well anti of all he had done for
the Church and in the v11Iage for the past twenty years'
antl was convinced of hls innocence.

Apart fron the yews in the churchyard, nany of them
the upright Irish yew, there are several trees worthy of
notice. To the north of the path froro the lychgate to
the porch is a large spreading cedar of lebanon, posslbly
2OO years oId, and close to it another ta1l cetlar, probably
the same age. At the south end of the row of fimes to the
west of the tower is a redwood - upright,. with the
characteristic soft reddish bark, possibly 70 years old.
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Appendix B

O.T TIIE IATIN ]I'ISCRIPTIOII OI.I TF3 MONUMEIIT

THE SECOND SIR WIIIIAI,I SJ'],BY.

Here rests the body
accomplished Sir Ui 1lian
ancient antl noble family
Northumberland.

of the right honourable and most
Selby, Knight, descenaied from theof Selby in the county of

He was promoted by the ltlayor of Bervrick to be Keeperof the Keys, an office of great trust and authority and toa seat in that honourable Corporation, which he held. until
the Union. In these honours he had been preceded by a
long and illustrious fine of ancestors, many of whom werelords of the r:arches of Scotlanti.

l{hen His Host Serene Majesty Janes I came to Berwickto take possession of the Kingd.on of England, by rlght ofinheritance, I.{r. Se1by, from the peculiar privilege of his
office, delivered to him the keys of the garrison, and had
the honour to instal him monarch of that valuable territory.

The King, among the first narks of his favour,
conferred upon plr. Selby the honour of knighthood, and
being well acquainted with his courage and abilities,
soon afterwards dispatched him to que11 some infamous
outrages of certain robbers that broke out upon the border.In the execution of this service he incurred. the highest
obligations from his king antl country, for by virtue ofhis commission he subdued, rvith amazi-rre success and
dispatch, Ir500 notoriou-s and daring robbers, who in
numerous bodies had scourged and ravaged the borders of
both kingdoms. Some of these were transported, and others
were put to death. I{e at length reduced them all to
subjection and established universal trarrquility throughout
those parts of the kingdom.

Sir William was brave and successful in his undertakings.i{is disposition was generous and airnable: his wisdon was
sound and his integrity unshaken. He was pious and
orthodox in religion and replete with benevolence andcharity. In short his few failings, (if any failings he
had), when mingled with the dazzlir:g splendour of hisdivine virtues and accouplishments, appear as smalf as
atoms in the air, and obscured by the light that surrounds
them.

After enjoying hisof 88 years, he yieldedto endless bliss !

(Here follows a
verse. )

glorious life to theto exhausted nature,
extreme age
and passes

further euology 1n fourteen ]ines of

Sir WiIliam Setby, mi-1es, sepult. March I, 1638.
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At_:pendix C

EIITAPH TIO DAI.{]I DOROTI]Y SEIBY

D. D. D.

To the pretious name and honour of Dame Dorothy Se1by,relict of Sir Williarn Se1by, Knt., the only daughterheir of Charles Bonham, Dsq.

She was a Dorcas,
VIhose curious IIeedIe turn'd th' abused Stage0f thls feud vrorld into the Golden Age,
llhose Pen of Steele and slllcen inck enro1l'd.
The Acts of Jonah in Recortls of colal .
\y'hose arte dlsclos'd that Plot, which, had it taken,
Rome had triumph'd and Britain's wa11s had shaken;In heart a Lydia and in tongue a Hanna,In Zeale a Ruth, in lIed.Iock a Susanna;?rudently simple , provitlently wary,
To th' world a Marth and to ileaven a Mary.

Ir{ho put on ) ( Pitgrimage 6!imnortality )ln the yere of her (Redemption
1541,March 15

Note: D.D.D. = Dono Dedit Dedicavit
The first line and last four would

original , but to be a plagiarism of the
Hambledon Church, Bucl<s., to Sir Cope n
and his ivife }lartha (aieo. f6te):

not appear to be
epitaph in

'Oy1ey (died 1516)

I In r^rorks a Dorcas , to ye Church a ilairna,
And to her spouse Susanna,
Prudently simp'l q, providentl-y wary,
To th' e world a l.lartha, and to lleaven a lilary. '
This was written b.y Francis Quarles (L592-1644),

Poet Laureate, brother of Lady Dr0y1ey.
The epitaph is of sufficlent importairce to be quoted

1n fulf by Mrs Esdaile in her 'English Church Monuments
I5I0-184O', and. also for the last four lines to be
included in Benham's 'tsook of Quotations', with the cornmentthat similar epitaphs are found elsewhere.

Biblical references:
Dorcas, Act ), )): she rvas a needlelonan.Lydia, Act 16, 14: she rvas sincerely religious.
fiannah, I Samuel , l, 12: presumably refers to
her praying fervently.
Ruth, Book of P.uth, 1 16: Ioyalty and devotion.
Susannah, liistory of Susannah (Apocrypha): she
was true to her' husband.

Martha and l.lary: The ailusions are rvel1 known,
Martira was the practical one, active in the care
of the needy, l{ary ivlagda.l en was the prototype ofthe penitent and c onternplative.
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fhls is a good sr(ampIe of the Jacobean costume of theperiod. {he large ruff was the fashion for marrietl women,together with the corsetlike bodice ending 1n a point tothe front. The low necked decolletage was coveied by a'partletr - a fil-I in of transparent gauze. The sleevesare tight fitting to the wrist, with a turnback cuff.
The full skirt, worn over a farthingale, 1s open infront with a namow pyramidlcal gap revealing the elegantunderskirt of a tlifferent colour and material .

She is vrearing the sugar foaf hat, wlth hlgh
and noderate brim, trlmmed with a twisteal band antta white undercap.

c rown
worn over

Appendix D

BRASS TO JANE DI!.KIN

The inscrlption on the brass reads:
rHere lyeth buried Jane Dirkln sone tyme wife of
John Cradock gent by whone had issue Dorothy thewife of Richartl Amherst Esq. Neville Cradockgent & Elizabeth wife of John l{oweli gent.
She tleparted this life the yeare of Our lord
1625 & with her heere also buried 3 of hergrandchildren by her said aiaughter Dorothy
Amherst viz a sone stlllborne Dorothy & Jane'.

Sir John Howeff, Kt., Ser j eant-at -law, Recorderlondon, mamied. DliZabeth as his second wife. Bothtlaughters narried into the Selby fam11y of Ightham MoElizabeth to Wil1iam, Jane to Sir Henry as his flrst

ofthelrte -wife .

Rlchard Amherst was of Bayha1l, Pembury, Kent.Their daughter Elizabeth narrled Sir Henry Selby, Serjeant-at-traw Inner Temple, as his second wlfe, on the tieath ofher cousin Jane. Jane Dlrkin thus had three granddaughtersnarrletl into the Selby family.



Appendix E

I.IATCH}MNTS

South aisle
JHK

Aznl'e a ri ffin assant and a chief or EVELYN
].N DIE enc e

2A-

whoA. 181? (Feb.) Colonel Alexander Huroe, of St. Clere,
took the name and arns of EVELYN on narrying Frances,
heiress of William Evelyn, of St. C1ere. Ihe wifers
arms are 1n pretence as she was an heiress.

B 18r? (I,tarch )

0n a 1o zenge

Frances Evelyn
EVEIYN antl in pretence EVEIYN

{he wialow bears
Being an heiress she
of pretence.

She died without issue. Memorial tablet to both
A and B on north wa11.

C. 1?8I Wi]liam Janes, of Ightham Court.

her husband's arms
bears her father's on a lozenge.

on an escutcheon

arms

Arg ent two bars castellated counter casteflated sules
He roarried his cousin Elizabeth liaestrecht James who

rvore the same coat.

Two Juxta-posed coats each JAMES 1561 (the ancient
of the HAESTRECHI family in Holland).

E. 1?98 Elizabeth James, relict of William Janes
JAI{ES 1661 and in pretence the eame. fhe arms of
husband are borne as an escutcheon of pretence as
herself was an heiress.

above.
the

she

B
North

A
aisle

Nave

D E

F

L

M
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1718 William Janes and his wife Anne Wyndham.

This is the oldest of the ha.tchments in the Cirurch.
JAMES 1651 impafinn azure a chevron three lions'
heads WYNDHAI{

Anne wa.s the heiress to Sir Thomas \^Iyndham, of Trent,
Co. Somerset, who traced his descent from Thomas Plantaganet,
5th son of King lld-"a::d 1, by his 2nd wife Margaret, daughterof King Philip ITI of France.
G. 1BO? F-icharii James and his r.rif e laetitia Gibbons.

Quarterly of ,1

The arms Jame sthe Janes family b;'

114 Janes 166J2 James 15f I
1 Barrv wavv MORSKII{ irapaling

sable a leopard or between
three escallops argent GIBBONS.
Crest: slrail volant.

This is the same arms as on the marbl-e mural- to
Richard James "

1611 were
Jarne s f .

those orig inall-y granted Lo
( See 5 . The 17 th Century ) "

Ar ent a cirevron betrveen three millrinds traverse
SA e. Crest: a Aarb argent banded vert

D 1861 C ofone]
Quarterl.y of 4

Tire memoria1 'r ra:; s
beneath the iaues wirril c \^

i\rYNDIlAI,l, JAiES 1611.

Demetrius Grevls-Janes.
JAJ,IES 166]
Arthree black rounde
charged ;ri th a lion's head
argent , a griffin passant
be trve en tvro escallops or GRIVIS

ent on a fess azure between
l&4

to
h

Demetrlus and llaly
as arms JAI\iES 1661,

tirevis-,Janes
GR.EVIS,

H.

the
of,

1820 Thonas Selby, of the ifote.
He was the son of John Browne,

name. o.f Selby on succeeding to
hls.. cousin William Selby.

Barr

Co. Salop, who tookl{ote on the death
of

the

of. ten or and sable SELBY in a1iand.in chief a 1c)n A P Cres
ent a fess

ea wreathed abou
u
e temp es or an SA

ar
e

a moor I s
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J. Sable a chevron between three fleurs de 1is ar ent.Crest: a stag's head issuing rom a c orone t "

this hatclrnrent has hitherto been unidentifled.
thanks, however, to inforrnation from Sir JohA Winnifrith,it 1s now eyident that, although not reglgtered at the
College of Arurs, the arms are those of Browne, of Co,
Sa1op., who clained descent from the Brownes of Scotland,
\rho gave rise to Viscount l,Iontague. Tlre last Selbyheiress, Dorothy, narried John Brown, of Co. Sa1op.,
and it was her son John, referred to above, who inheritedthe l{ote and took the name of Selby. He is recordedin the Burial Register as John Selby (dieal 1797) and it
seems Likely that the hatchnent appertains to him.
K. ISIO lieut. Charles Brome, R.ii., Earried Cecil-ia
daughter of the Rev. George Bythesea.

Azure or dexter hand argent BR0I.I0 imoaline BYTHXSEA

Menorial in chancel.
L. 1B0O The Rev. ceorge Bythesea, I?.ector of lghthan,
and Patron of the Church, 179I-1800.

Married Anne, da.ughter of Thomas Reati Kemp, of
Lewes Castle and Hurstmonceaux, Sussex. See marble
mural in chancel, with coats of arms.

Quarterly of 4 ent a chevron e rai l edle.4 Ar
sabfe ween three crabsgules BYTTiESEA

2 &. 3 [zire a bend and on a chief
or two Cornish cho hs VINER
].mpa 1ng gu es three garbs
and on a border engrailedht reen roundels I(EMPor e10pt

cobb, P.ector (1801-1817 )

4 Argent a chevlqn be'[ryepn
ree c oclis ules combs and

watt es or COBB
ent a chevron sable between

ree bu1 ea s u ES
IS im a l-n

M 1817 The

Quarterly
Thona sRev.

of 4 1&

2&1Ar
u es on

a ESS Or e twe en ree bearsl
heads ar ent two lions assant
sa Ie WYAtT. Crest: ou of
a crown or a demi-lion rampant
ermane.

T

See memorial in chancel and gravestone in floor near
organ.



Appendix F

JA}.18S WINDOW

t. Decoll-avit Joannen in Carcere (He beheadetl John

2. Flat vofuntas tua (Thy will be done ).

in prison ) .

fhe caption refers to the beheading of John the
Baptist in prison by Herod (l''Iatt. 14.10) antl is evidently
in error, as it has no connection with St. James. The
correct reference viould appear to be the execution of
James, the brother of John, by tire sworal - Acts 12.1-2
(no mention of Prison). James was the first of the
Apostles to be martyred, A.D.44, by the ortier of King
Herod Agrippa I to please the Jewish opponents of
Christianity.

11.

e reatl in conjunction with 6
homlnum (Come ye after me and

Peter,
Ge ths emane .

James and John vrith Christ in the garden of
Nlatt. 26.19.

1. Venite post me should b
Faciam vos fieri piscatorq s
T wlTllake you to becorne fishers of nan

James and John being called by Christ.
d

4. SuDer hanc petram aedificable (0n this rock will
I build )

Janes and other apostles aceompanying ?eter, rvho is
being blessed by Christ, as the founder of the Church.

5. Et transfi uratus est ante eos (And he is transfigured
before them

6. The appearttnce of Christ
Resurrection. John 21' 1-14

to the disciples after the

). Ilark I,l7-2o.

(

The Transfigurat i on. I'loses and the tabfets l-ef t.
Elijah and the dove right. Chrlst centre. Peter, James
and John prostrated in front. Mat. 17, a-3.

1 4

2 5

1 6

James, Job:r, Peter and prestrmably Sinon Peter,
the boat. The coals of flre for cooking the fish

1n
verse e).
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Append.ix G

TRANSCRIPTION 0!' TI{n BENEFTICTI0NS

PAINTED ON THREE BOAADS IN IIIE CiIU2.CH ?O].CI{

left Board

far as 1t will go
hls Mansion House
l{il-}iam MOORLAND.

BENEFACTIONS
Henry Peyrse in the yeat L';46 gave to the Poor of Ighthan
the yearly Suro of six shill-ings and eightpence and two
shillings to the Churchwardens who are to distribute the
same every Friday before lt1idlent Sunday by twopence a piece

AS
of
of

the said surn to be paid out of the rent
in Ightham Street, now in the occupation

HENRY FIREBRASS clerk. Rector of Ighthan in the Year 16O1
gave to the Poor of thls Parish the yearly Sum of twenty
shillings to be pald out of a Field call-ed Bear Fiefd 1n
this Parish ncw the propelrty of William TAYIOR

oct. r2th tBBe CIIARIES ED\.IARD LUARD
Churc hward ens

TSNRY ANQ1JETII

Centre Board

CHARLES ED\'/AR,D LU.A.RD

)
)
)

BENEFACTIOI{S
Elizabeth James of Ightham. by will datetl l-4th of April
1?20 tlirected that the Rent Incorne and Profit of an
undivided i{oiety of a nessuage and lands Situateti in the
Parlsh of lghthdm, should be applied to the teaching of
poor Children in the aforesaid Parish to read. The surn
i,t e6 is now paid annually on this account to the fghthal
School Board by COLOI'IIL D.\'/"G. JA}I0S cwner of the said
Messuage and LanCs nunbered 149 on the Ortlnance Map.

DAME EIIZABETH SEIBY of the Mote. Left by Will d.ated
ITth August 1841 C150 for the benefit of the Poor of
fghtham. to be aoplied as the lecto: may think,fit"
T[e interest on th j s srlrn (r;itich is in'rested i:: 2+r per cent
Consolidated Stock) 1s ncw paid by the Charity Commissioners "

oct. lzth tSBe )
)
)IIENR.Y ANQUEfIL

Churchward ens



Right Board

BENEI'ACTI01'IS
WIIIIAM JAMES Dsqr. in the Year 152? gave to the Poor of
Ightha.m fwelve Penny loaves every Suntlay for ever-.. 1o 9".piid out of a Fie1d- called wyfield Mead part_i. n_1!i-9 39I1:lind part in Wrotham. now the property of DDMETBIUS GREVIS
JA.I'IES Esq. .

GEORGE PETLEY in the Year 1?04 gave to the ?oor of
Ighthan Six tr'our-penny Iroaves every Sunday for ever.
T6 be paid out of a Farn calletl Fen Farm. Part i-n
this Pirish and part in.Wrothan. now the property
of Af,EIGNDER EVELIN igq-.
oct. 12th l8ee CIIA?-IES EDT'ARN IUARD

ISNRY ANQITEIII,

,3.

- Churchwardens
U

)
)
)

(Transcribetl by I{r. and Mrs. J.M. Francis in 1961 )'

v
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fhe bonbing
follows : -

Appendlx ll

BOI4BING IN TIIE 19]9-45 WAR

in the neighbourhood of the Church was as

29th September, 1940

High explosive bombs

29th January, 1944, 'The
A 250 kilogram bomb,
but greater blast ef

2 north of the Church, just
outside the Churchyard.1 east of the Church, just
across the road.1 south-west corner of the
Churchyard.

little Blitz'
new type (sma1l crater,felI at Ileronshaw Wood.

ofa
fect )

2nd August, 4944

A flying bomb feII betweerr the Church anil the
railway 1ine.

l-9th october, 1944

A Y2 rocket missile blerv up in the air over the
village.
(Letter dated loth September, 1964, froir Mr. Viilfrid
tr'ranks, vrho was an Air Raid Precautions Warden at
the tiire and quotes from his aiary. )

T-1Ehtham in the Battle of Britain

Mr. C.A.V.
overs eas : -

of a letter dated 27th llovember f940 from
Bowra, of The Bower House, to his son servingPart

' Al-1 thin8s considered we have not got on so
badly vrlth the Battle of Britaln raging over our
heads for the past three months.

When the attacks over london began we found
ourselves right on the line of attack and most of
the big air battles have been fought over our heads,
and manv of thexc visibfe fronn here. The German
oi""" " 6 on" up trre Tharne s Es tuary irs f ar as Grave sen'I
5na- Oartforal , then turn left and follow the fine of
the North Downs to Croydon antl londlon. This makes
them pass wlthin a few railes of us, and even if
there is no ilirect attack on the village (which

)
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\

,

there geens to have been on two or three occasione) thereis the chance of bonbs being jettieoneal both coning andgoing. Bombs have falien freely on this antl all the
neighbouring villages. Intleed, f fancy few Kentishvillages have escapecl a lorock of sone sort, aJral.as-friftowns, particularly those on the llhaueg and l{eilway, thetrr
have all suffered badly.'

l.-/

\l
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